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We connect people with the benefits of 
sustainable gardening 

Better nutrition & 
food security

Pollinators & 
wildlife habitat 

Improved physical 
& mental health

Livable cities & 
healthier communities

Cleaner air & water, 
stormwater infiltration 
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through research-based information,                                   
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https://emgv.ces.ncsu.edu/


Plant These Instead

• What are invasive exotic woody 
plants?

• What you can do 
• Common invasive woody plants 

and some landscape alternatives

Japanese 
Honeysuckle, 

Lonicera japonica
INVASIVE!

Review these slides: 
go.ncsu.edu/invasives-pti

https://go.ncsu.edu/invasives-pti


What are exotic invasive 
woody plants?

• Woody = trees, shrubs, vines having 
permanent, bark-covered above 
ground structures 

• Exotic = not naturally occurring in 
this region (NC Piedmont)

• Invasive = capable of causing 
economic or environmental harm, or 
harm to human health 

Japanese 
Honeysuckle, 

Lonicera japonica



Why do some exotics 
become invasive?
• Well adapted to our climate – from 

similar climates
• Pests and pathogens found in 

native climate not found here
• Reproduce and spread rapidly by 

roots or seeds 
• Adaptable and competitive - Take 

advantage of disturbed 
environments

Chinese Privet,
Ligustrum sinense



Weedy vs. Invasive
A. Weeds - Persist or spread in 

human maintained sites only
B. Invasives - Spread into native 

areas. Impacts:
• Displace native species, 

reduce biodiversity
• Some are able to create 

monocultures that alter 
species composition, change 
ecosystem function

Henbit is a common winter lawn and field weed that 
does not spread into native areas



Change Ecosystem Function

Kudzu, 
Pueraria montana

Invasive species are one of the greatest threats to biodiversity



How do they 
get here?
• Intentionally brought in 

as ornamentals, animal 
feed, or for stabilization

• Accidentally introduced 
in packing materials, 
ballast, crop seed. . . 

Kudzu was first introduced as an ornamental in 
1876, then promoted for cattle forage and 

soil stabilization.



How do they spread?
By seeds and plant or root fragments 
• Carried by birds and mammals, 

especially berries
• By water – rivers, streams, surface 

flooding
• By soil – bought any “topsoil” lately?
• On equipment – boats, mowing 

equipment, trains, vehicles
• In the rootball of shared plants 
• In pots you take home from the 

garden center!

Nandina berries. 
Cathy Dewitt, CC BY 4.0



What can you do?
• Become familiar with species 

invasive to your region
• Identify and remove invasives 

on your property and in your 
community
• Simply cutting them down is not 

enough!
• Dig and remove roots, or
• Treat with herbicide – Contact 

Extension for recommendations
• Monitor 1-2 years for seedlings or 

root sprouts



What can you do?
Don’t introduce new invasives!
• Plants classified as noxious 

weeds cannot be                     
sold in NC
• Regulated by NC Department of 

Agriculture & Consumer Services
NC Noxious Weed List – Other 
than beach vitex, none have ever 
been used as landscape plants

• NC laws do not prevent invasive 
species from being grown, sold 
or planted

Ligustrum japonicum

Beach vitex was planted for erosion 
control in the 1980s

Photo credit: Forest & Kim Starr (top),             
Starr Environmental (bottom),              

Bugwood.org, USDA

https://www.ncagr.gov/plant-industry-noxious-weeds-list
https://www.ncagr.gov/plant-industry-noxious-weeds-list
https://www.bugwood.org/


What can you do?
Select plants thoughtfully
Consider:
• Suitability to site conditions

- sun, soil, drainage, deer
• Landscape need – screening, 

seasonal interest, low 
maintenance

• Environmental impacts –
benefits to wildlife and 
pollinators, invasive potential

Japanese privet, Ligustrum japonicum,  
may become invasive



Select Plants Thoughtfully
For new plantings:
• Plants native to your 

region
• Non-natives with no 

known invasive 
potential

Ecoregions of North America, Level III
We are Ecoregion 45, Piedmont – extends from northern 

VA to central AL

Natives only? Consider:
• Proximity to natural 

areas, woodlands, and 
nature preserves

https://www.epa.gov/eco-research/ecoregions


• 4,695 plants 
and counting

• 96 data 
points/plant

• More than 
24,000 images

• Latin name 
pronunciation

• Videos

Plant Toolbox
plants.ces.ncsu.edu

https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/


Find a Plant



Find a Plant



Find a Plant



Problems to Exclude

• Invasive Species
• Weedy
• Frequent Disease Problems
• Frequent Insect Problems



Plant These Instead:
Alternatives to Invasive Woody Species 

Commonly Planted in Piedmont Landscapes



Invasive Trees

Callery Pear
Pyrus calleryana

• Cultivars include: Bradford, 
Aristocrat, Capital, Chanticleer, 
Cleveland Select

• Widely planted since the 1960s
• Cultivars cross-pollinate, develop 

fruits with viable seed

Learn more 
Bradford Pear

Dan Tenaglia, Missouriplants.com, Bugwood.org
CC BY-NC 3.0 US

https://arboretum.harvard.edu/stories/the-rise-and-fall-of-the-ornamental-callery-pear-tree/
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/pyrus-calleryana/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/us/


Not Recommended! 

Invasive throughout the eastern US
James H. Miller, USDA Forest Service, Bugwood.org

CC BY 3.0 US
Learn more: 

National Park Service – Callery Pear,
UGA Invasive Plant Atlas,

NC State Going Native

Only last 10-20 years; Dense branching 
structure results in trees that self-

destruct with age, wind, and ice
David J. Moorhead, University of Georgia, Bugwood.org

CC BY-NC 3.0 US

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/us/
https://www.invasive.org/alien/pubs/midatlantic/pyca.htm
https://www.invasiveplantatlas.org/subject.html?sub=10957
https://projects.ncsu.edu/goingnative/howto/mapping/invexse/bradfor.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/us/


Plant These Instead
Choose the right plant for the site  |  Plant diversity

Okame Cherry 
Prunus ‘Okame’

Famartin, CC BY-SA 4.0

Spring Glow Cornelian Cherry
Cornus mas ‘Spring Glow’

Image by Charlotte Glen

Trident Maple
Acer buergerianum

Jim Robbins, CC BY-NC-ND 4.0

https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/prunus-okame/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/deed.en
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/cornus-mas/
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/acer-buergerianum/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/legalcode


Native Flowering Trees
Redbud
Cercis canadensis
• Early blooms great for 

pollinators
• Leaf-cutter bees often 

collect nesting material 
from foliage

• Protect from deer when 
young

• Hardy zones 4-9

Images: 
Tree, Jim Robbins, CC BY-NC-ND 4.0
Flowers, Fredlyfish4, CC BY-SA 4.0
Leaf cutter bee damage, Marisa Back, CC BY 
2.0
‘Flame Thrower,’ C. Glen, NC State

‘Flame Thrower’

https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/cercis-canadensis/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/legalcode
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/cercis-canadensis-flame-thrower/
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/cercis-canadensis-flame-thrower/


Serviceberry
Amelanchier arborea
Amelanchier x grandiflora
• Deciduous small tree for 

moist, well-drained soil

• 15’-25’ tall, often with 
multiple trunks

• Blooms early spring,  
nectar source for 
pollinators

• Early fruit source for birds

Fall color

https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/find_a_plant/?q=amelanchier


Explore More Plants!
Landscape > Design Feature > 

Small Tree
Flowering Tree

Whole Plant Traits > 
Plant Type >

Native Plant 

View search results (24 plants)

Narrow your search:
• NC region
• Light
• Soil conditions
• Native
• Wildlife attracted
• Resistance to 

challenges
• And many more 

attributes!

https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/find_a_plant/?design_feature__id=5&design_feature__id=16&plant_type__id=11


Invasive Evergreen
Shrubs

Privet, Ligustrum 
Hardy, medium to large, evergreen 
shrubs often planted for screening 
that are invasive throughout the 
Southeast
• Explore Ligustrum species
Most commonly planted:
• Chinese Ligustrum, Ligustrum 

sinense – especially variegated 
forms

• Japanese Ligustrum, Ligustrum 
japonicum ID tip: Ligustrum species have opposite 

leaves
Image credit: Troy Evans, Great Smoky Mountains National Park, 

Bugwood.org, CC BY-NC 3.0 US

Ligustrum sinense

http://nc-ipc.weebly.com/nc-invasive-plants.html
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/find_a_plant/?q=ligustrum
https://www.invasive.org/browse/detail.cfm?imgnum=5079012
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/us/


Both produce abundant panicles of small white flowers in spring, 
followed by black berries that ripen in fall

Chinese Privet, Ligustrum sinense
Smaller leaves

Image by James H. Miller & Ted Bodner, Southern Weed 
Science Society, Bugwood.org, CC BY-NC 3.0 US

Japanese Privet, Ligustrum japonicum
Larger, glossy leaves

Images by - Right: Nancy Loewenstein, Auburn University, 
Bugwood.org, CC BY-NC 3.0 US;  Left: James H. Miller, USDA 
Forest Service, Bugwood.org, CC BY-NC 3.0 US

Control options: Alabama Extension | NC Forest Service | SE Invasive Plant Council

https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/ligustrum-sinense/
https://www.invasive.org/browse/detail.cfm?imgnum=2307074
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/us/
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/ligustrum-japonicum/
https://www.invasive.org/browse/detail.cfm?imgnum=5389540
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/us/
https://www.invasive.org/browse/detail.cfm?imgnum=2307085
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/us/
https://www.aces.edu/blog/topics/forestry-wildlife/control-options-for-chinese-privet/
https://www.ncforestservice.gov/publications/Forestry%20Leaflets/IS18.pdf
https://wiki.bugwood.org/Archive:SEEPPC/Ligustrum


Plant These Instead:
Alternatives for Shady Locations

Cleyera
Ternstroemia gymnanthera

Sun or shade, drought tolerant and deer resistant!
Images by Jim Robbins, CC BY-NC-ND 4.0

LinebackerTM Distylium
Distylium ‘PIIDIST-IV’

Best in part shade, well-drained soil
Image source: First Editions Plants

LeAnnTM

Leaves

https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/ternstroemia-gymnanthera/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/legalcode
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/distylium/
https://firsteditionsplants.com/product/linebacker-distylium/


Evergreen Hollies

• Sun to part shade
• Drought tolerant when 

established
• Moderate growth rate,                    

long-lived
• Ilex cornuta cultivars & 

hybrids
– Nellie R. Stevens
– Needlepoint
– Dwarf Burford Holly
– Emily Brunner
– Mary Nell
– Oakleaf

Nellie Stevens hollies – Not sheared
Image by Charlotte Glen

https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/ilex-nellie-r-stevens/
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/ilex-cornuta-needlepoint/
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/find_a_plant/?available_space_to_plant__id=4&plant_type__id=17&leaf_characteristics__id=1&q=ilex
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/ilex-x-emily-bruner/
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/ilex-mary-nell/
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/ilex-x-conaf/


SE Native Alternatives to Ligustrum

Florida Anise Tree
Illicium floridanum

Best in shade, moist acidic soil. 
Image left: David Stang, CC BY-SA 4.0
Image right: Scott Zona, CC BY-NC 2.0

‘Savannah’
Image: Jim Robbins, CC BY-NC-ND 4.0

Ilex x attenuata
Naturally occurring and controlled 

crosses between I. cassine and I. opaca, 
American holly

‘Fosters’
Image: Jim Robbins, CC BY-NC-ND 4.0

https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/illicium-floridanum/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/deed.en
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/2.0/
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/ilex-x-attenuata-savannah/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/legalcode
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/ilex-opaca/
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/ilex-x-attenuata-fosteri/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/legalcode


Explore More Plants!
Cultural Conditions
> Available Space to Plant

6 – 12 feet
Whole Plant Traits
> Plant Type

Shrub
> Woody Plant Leaf Characteristics 

Broadleaf evergreen

View these search results (147 plants)  
If also select Plant Type > Native, reduces to 21 results

plants.ces.ncsu.edu

https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/find_a_plant/?available_space_to_plant__id=4&plant_type__id=17&leaf_characteristics__id=1
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/find_a_plant/?available_space_to_plant__id=4&plant_type__id=11&plant_type__id=17&leaf_characteristics__id=1
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/


Invasive 
Evergreen Shrubs
Nandina
Nandina domestica
Aka: Heavenly Bamboo
• Upright, evergreen shrub with                                 

bi- to tri-pinnately compound leaves
• Grows in sun or shade 
• Grown for foliage texture and berries
• Berries contain cyanide                                 

Recent study linked overconsumption of the 
berries by Cedar Waxwings to their death via 
cyanide toxicity

Nandina fruits, 
Jim Robbins, CC BY-NC-ND 4.0

Flower Buds (Wake County,NC) - Early May. 
Cathy Dewitt, CC BY 4.0

https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/nandina-domestica/
https://www.hindawi.com/journals/vmi/2010/818159/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode


Related Invasive Shrubs in the 
Barberry Family (Berberidaceae)

Barberry
Berberis thunbergii

Alpsdake, CC BY-SA 3.0

Leatherleaf Mahonia
Berberis bealei

Jim the Photographer, CC BY 2.0

https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/berberis-thunbergii/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/deed.en
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/berberis-bealei/


Sterile Nandina Varieties
Dwarf, wide leaf 
varieties that do 
not fruit
• Firepower
• Pink BlushTM

Narrow-leaf dwarf 
varieties reported 
to be sterile (?)
Left to right:
• Flirt
• Obsession
• Lemon-Lime

Firepower in summer            Firepower in winter

Plant These Instead



Callicarpa americana
Native to eastern NC & SE US
Deciduous leaves, cut back in winter

For colorful berries:
American Beautyberry

NOTE: Make sure you have the right species. 
Asian Callicarpa species have been reported 
invasive in other SE states
• Callicarpa japonica
• Callicarpa dichotoma

https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/callicarpa-americana/
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/callicarpa-japonica/
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/callicarpa-dichotoma/


Possumhaw Viburnum
Viburnum nudum

• Native to the eastern U.S. and 
throughout NC

• Grows 6–10’ tall and wide

• Tolerates flooding, sun or part shade

• Deciduous shrub, reddish-purple fall 
color

• Spring flowers followed by fruits that 
ripen in later summer and fall, turning 
from pink to blue and eaten by 
songbirds

Charlotte Glen, NC State Author CC BY-SA-4.0

Rob Routledge, Wikimedia CC BY-3.0

https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/viburnum-nudum/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/deed.en


Inkberry, Ilex glabra
Native NC coastal plain & piedmont; Deer resistant 

Most cultivars are female but will only set fruit if male plants are nearby

'Shamrock' 
Jim Robbins, CC BY-NC-ND 4.0

‘Nigra’ is a similar commercially 
available, compact cultivar

Flowers - Mary Keim, 
CC BY-NC-SA 2.0

Fruits occur on female plants -
John Brandauer, CC BY-NC-ND 2.0

Images courtesy of Proven Winners - www.provenwinners.com

New dwarf, 
compact,  
varieties: 
Strongbox®

Gem Box®

2-3’ x 2-3’

Strongbox® Gem Box®

Plant These Instead

https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/ilex-glabra/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/legalcode
http://www.provenwinners.com/


Invasive Deciduous Shrubs
Burning Bush, Euonymus alatus
• Native to eastern Russia, Japan, China, 

Korea
• Able to establish in forests, fields, 

roadsides
• Birds and wildlife eat and disperse seeds

Butterfly Bush, Buddleja davidii
• Grown for fragrant summer flowers that 

attract butterflies
• Native to Asia
• More common in NC mountains and 

western Piedmont

Euonymus alatus
Leslie J. Mehrhoff, University of Connecticut, 

Bugwood.org, CC BY 3.0 US

Buddlejah davidii
Jim Lawerence, CC BY-NC-ND 4.0

https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/euonymus-alatus/
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/buddleja-davidii/
https://www.ipmimages.org/browse/detail.cfm?imgnum=5457486
https://www.ipmimages.org/browse/detail.cfm?imgnum=5457486
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/us/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/legalcode


Native Shrubs for Fragrance

Clethra in bloom: Rachel Foyst, CC BY-SA 2.0
Flower with bee: John D., CC BY-NC-ND 2.0 

Carolina Allspice, Sweet Betsy
Calycanthus floridus
Flowers in spring, pt shade

Flower and leaves, 
Randy Harter, CC BY 4.0

Sweet Pepperbush
Clethra alnifolia

Flowers in summer, sun-pt shade

'Athens' Flower close-up, 
Randy Harter, CC BY 4.0

Plant These Instead

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/calycanthus-floridus/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/clethra-alnifolia/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode


Southeastern Native Shrubs for Fall Color

Oakleaf Hydrangea,
Hydrangea quercifolia

‘Mt. Airy’ Fothergilla,
Fothergilla ‘Mt. Airy’

Virginia Sweetspire,
Itea virginica

Sun to part shade, wet to average 
soil,  fragrant spring flowers,            

deer like it

Image by Jim Robbins, CC BY-NC-ND 4.0

Sun to part shade, average soil,  
fragrant spring flowers,                        

deer resistant

Image by Jim Robbins, CC BY-NC-ND 4.0

Part shade, moist but well 
drained soil, showy summer 

flowers

Image by K M, CC BY 2.0

Plant These Instead

https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/hydrangea-quercifolia/
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/fothergilla-mount-airy/
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/itea-virginica/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/legalcode


Blueberries!
Vaccinium species

At least 17 species native to NC, all 
require acidic soil and produce edible 
fruit

Rabbiteye varieties (Vaccinium virgatum) 
are the most adaptable 

Recommended varieties for NC                                 
(for fruit production plant 2 different cultivars):

• Early: Premier (self-fruitful), Climax
• Mid: Tifblue
• Late: Powderblue, Onslow

Learn more about growing blueberries in NC

https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/vaccinium/
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/vaccinium-virgatum/
https://content.ces.ncsu.edu/extension-gardener-handbook/14-small-fruits


Explore More Plants!
Cultural Conditions
> Available Space to Plant

6 – 12 feet
Whole Plant Traits
> Plant Type 

Shrub
> Woody Plant Leaf Characteristics 

Deciduous
Leaves
> Deciduous Leaf Fall Color

Red/Burgundy

plants.ces.ncsu.edu

View these 
search results 

63 plants

https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/find_a_plant/?available_space_to_plant__id=4&plant_type__id=17&leaf_characteristics__id=4&leaf_fall_color__id=11
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/find_a_plant/?available_space_to_plant__id=4&plant_type__id=17&leaf_characteristics__id=4&leaf_fall_color__id=11


Invasive Vines

Japanese honeysuckle,  
Lonicera japonica
• Fragrant, late spring flowering vine

• Common throughout SE, woodland 
edge and low areas

• Will spread along the ground until it 
finds trees, shrubs to climb

Japanese Honeysuckle
Image by Chris Evans, University of Illinois, 

Bugwood.org, CC BY-NC 3.0 US

https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/lonicera-japonica/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/us/


Other Invasive Vines to Avoid

Chinese Wisteria, Wisteria sinensis
Japanese Wisteria, Wisteria floribunda

Image by Chris Evans, University of Illinois, 
Bugwood.org, CC BY-NC 3.0 US

Sweet Autumn Clematis/ 
Japanese Clematis
Clematis terniflora

Image by Leslie J. Mehrhoff, University of 
Connecticut, Bugwood.org, CC BY-NC 3.0 US

English Ivy,
Hedera helix

Image by Chuck Bargeron, University 
of Georgia, Bugwood.org,                               

CC BY-NC 3.0 US

https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/wisteria-sinensis/
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/wisteria-floribunda/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/us/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/us/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/us/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/us/
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/hedera-helix/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/us/


Plant These Instead! Vines for Sun

Coral Honeysuckle, Lonicera sempervirens
Native  |  Spring flowering  |  Semi-evergreen  |  Sun-part shade  |  Climbs 10’+

Not fragrant but hummingbirds love it!  
Images by Charlotte Glen

https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/lonicera-sempervirens/


Vines for Sun |  More Natives

Image by Jim Robbins, CC BY-NC-ND 4.0

Crossvine, 
Bignonia capreolata

This is the cultivar ‘Tangerine Beauty’
Image by Charlotte Glen

Carolina Jessamine, 
Gelsemium sempervirens

Fragrant!

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/legalcode
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/bignonia-capreolata/
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/gelsemium-sempervirens/


Plant These Instead! Vines for Full Shade

Both are deciduous and tolerate full shade but will produce more blooms in dappled or part-shade

Images by Mark Weathington, JCRA

Japanese Hydrangea Vine
Hydrangea hydrangeoides

‘Moonlight’ cultivar 
Image by Jim Robbins, CC BY-NC-

ND 4.0
Image by Cliftonia, CC0 1.0

Climbing Hydrangea,
Hydrangea barbara - native

https://jcra.ncsu.edu/resources/photographs/results.php?search=Hydrangea+hydrangeoides
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/hydrangea-hydrangeoides/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/legalcode
https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/hydrangea-barbara/


Explore More Vines!

Cultural Conditions
>  USDA Plant Hardiness Zone

7a
Landscape
> Problems to exclude

Weedy
Invasive species

Whole Plant Traits
> Plant Type 

Vine  

View these 
search results

93 plants

https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/find_a_plant/?usda_zone__id=15&problems__id=12&problems__id=4&plant_type__id=20
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/find_a_plant/?usda_zone__id=15&problems__id=12&problems__id=4&plant_type__id=20


Become Familiar with Invasives
There is not a unified list of invasive plants for NC. 
Resources include:
• Extension Gardener Plant Toolbox - invasive plant profiles
• Plant These Instead archive - alternatives to invasive plants
• NC Invasive Plant Council – lists species by NC region
• NC Native Plant Society, Invasive Exotic Species List – species 

ranked by threat level
• USDA Forest Service – Nonnative Invasive Plants of Southern 

Forests
• Invasive Plant Atlas – partners include USDA and National Park 

Service
• EDDMaps (UGA) – tracks new and emerging invasive species

https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/find_a_plant/?tag=invasive
https://go.ncsu.edu/pti-archive-invasives
http://nc-ipc.weebly.com/
https://ncwildflower.org/invasive-exotic-species-list/
https://www.invasive.org/eastern/srs/
https://www.invasive.org/eastern/srs/
https://www.invasiveplantatlas.org/
https://www.eddmaps.org/


Questions?
Review these slides: 
go.ncsu.edu/invasives-pti

Learn more about the                                                    
NC State Extension Master Gardener program

Support our work! 
Learn more: go.ncsu.edu/ncemg-endowment

Donate online: go.ncsu.edu/support-ncemgv

https://go.ncsu.edu/invasives-pti
https://emgv.ces.ncsu.edu/
https://go.ncsu.edu/ncemg-endowment
https://go.ncsu.edu/support-ncemgv


Thanks & More Information
Charlotte Glen, NC State EMG Program Manager

Debbie Dillion, NC State Extension Horticulture Agent, 
Union County

NC State Extension Master Gardener Program of Union 
County
Growline: 704-283-3822; ucmgwebsite@gmail.com

Support our work! 
Learn more: go.ncsu.edu/ncemg-endowment

Donate online: go.ncsu.edu/support-ncemgv

https://www.mastergardenersunioncountync.org/
https://www.mastergardenersunioncountync.org/
https://go.ncsu.edu/ncemg-endowment
https://go.ncsu.edu/support-ncemgv

